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ERLC:  Criminalizing 
homosexuality  not 
the  Christian  way 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  A  gov¬ 
ernment  that  criminalizes  ho¬ 
mosexual  behavior  "has  over¬ 
stepped  its  bounds  drastically 
and  unjustly,'  say  two  leading 
Southern  Baptist  ethidsts. 

Russell  D.  Moore,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ethics  &  Reli¬ 
gious  Liberty  Commission 
(ERLC)  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  in  Nashville, 
and  Andrew  Walker,  director 
of  policy  studies  for  the  same 
entity,  wrote  in  a  March  3  es¬ 
say  they  remain  aligned  with 
the  Bible's  view  of  sexuality 
while  also  contending  homo¬ 
sexuals  should  not  be  target¬ 
ed  by  the  law. 

Moore  and  Walker  said 
they  believe  what  the  church 
has  affirmed  traditionally 
and  universally,  “that  sexu¬ 
ality  is  to  be  expressed  only 


activity  and  imprisonment 
for  'aiding  and  abetting’  ho¬ 
mosexuality,  according  to  a 
March  7  article  by  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Science  Monitor. 

In  January,  Nigeria  ap¬ 
proved  a  similar  measure  that 
authorizes  10-year  prison  sen¬ 
tences  for  same  sex  couples 
observed  kissing  publicly  and 
people  visiting  a  gay  club,  the 


believed  this,  and  will  always 
believe  this,  because  the  BiWe 
teaches  it* 

'At  the  same  time,  we  be¬ 
lieve  taws  criminalizing  ho¬ 
mosexual  activity  to  be  unjust" 
and  an  affront  to  the  image 
of  God  embedded  in  all  per¬ 
sons,’  they  wrote  in  the  com¬ 
mentary,  which  was  posted  at 
the  ERLCs  Canon  Sr  Culture 
blog  channel. 

■ftie  comments  from 
Moore  and  Walker  came  in 
the  wake  of  countries  crimi¬ 
nalizing  homosexual  activ¬ 
ity.  Uganda  enacted  a  law 
Feb.  24  that  includes  life 
untmws  for  Deoole  convict¬ 


ed  of  repeated  homosexual 


The  United  Nations  (UN) 
reports  78  countries  either 
have  laws  that  criminalize 
homosexual  behavior  or  have 
prosecuted  lesbian,  gay,  bisex¬ 
ual,  or  transgender  people  un¬ 
der  other  laws.  Seven  regimes, 
mostly  Islamic  states  in  Africa 
and  the  Middle  East,  have  au¬ 
thorized  capital  punishment 
for  homosexual  conduct,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  UN. 

Their  principal  reason  for 
opposing  —  rh&wats  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus,  said  Moon  and 
Walker,  who  wrote,  ’Not  ev¬ 
erything  that  is  sinful  should 
beacrime.’ 

"Yes,  we  believe  that  all 
sexual  activity  outside  of  mar¬ 
riage  (defined  by  Jesus,  not  bv 

the  Suoremc  Court)  is  wrong, 
they  said.  "We  also  believe 
that  the  answer  to  this  sin  is 
found  not  in  some  police  state , 
but  in  the  good  news  that  God 

eea  ERLC  on  p  11 


Once  he  feels  its  flame,  a  child  wiD 
never  douh*  the  candle's  heat 
Likewise,  the  English  Reformer 
william  Tyndale  ooce  wrote  that  those  who 
“feel”  their  faith  wiD  stand  firm  in  the  truth 
of  Scripture  and  the  pro-nises  of  God. 

Tyndale,  convinced  Jot  English  men 
and  women  needed  tr  hear  Got*  Word 
in  their  own  language  published  in  1526 
the  first  Engbah  New  Testament  trans¬ 
lated  fromthe  Greek.  texL  Throughout  the 

10  years  of  ministry  that  followed  he  often 
spoke  of  “feeling."  a  term  he  used  in  his  earli¬ 
est  translation^  Rr  mans  5. 

In  this  passage,  the  Apostle  Paul  writes 
that  we  have  peace  with  God  because  we  are 
justified  by  faith.  Moreover,  by  God’s  grace 
we  have  hope.  In  fal,  faith  gives  us  hope 
even  amid  tribulati  >n.  For  this  reason,  we 
should  rejoice  in  suffering. 

After  all,  Paul  writes,  suffering  produces 
perseverance,  which  produces  foenng.  At 
least,  feeling  is  the  term  that  Tjmdaie  used 
to  translate  a  Greek  word,  dotamen,  ren¬ 
dered  elsewhere  as  experience,  character,  or 
proven  character  (Romans  5:1-4). 

In  a  note,  Tyndale  referred  the  readers 
ofhis  translation  to  James  1:2-3,  where  a 
related  Grade  word,  dokijmm,  s  used.  Here, 
James  calls  behevers  to  rejoice  amid  tribula¬ 
tion,  since  the  "testing  [dotimkm]  of  your 
faith"  produces  perseverance,  which  itself 
leads  to  complete  Christian  maturity. 

Whereas  James  emphasizes  the  testing 
of  faith  through  suffering,  Paul  in  Romans  5 
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Do  you  ‘feel’  the  heat? 


refined,  and  proven  faith  (or,  pesfcaps, 
person  of  faith).  He  •writes  that  auch  feeling, 
In  turn,  produces  a  k  ope  that  is  assured  by 
God’s  love,  and  this  1  ove  has  been  poured 
into  the  believer's  he  rrt  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  has  been  displayed  by  Christ's  death  for 
sinners  (Ramans  54-u). 

Christians  fed  their  faith,  therefore,  when 
refined  by  the  Intense  heat  of  suffering,  pain, 
and  persecution. 

TVpdale  wrote  in  1528  in  his  book.  The 
Obedience  of  a  Christian  Man,  "Mark  this 
abo,  ifGod  send  thee  to  the  sea  and  promise 
to  go  with  thee  and  to  bring  thee  safe  to  land, 
he  will  raise  up  a  tempest  against  thee,  to 
prove  whether  thou  wilt  abide  by  his  word, 
and  that  thou  mayest  feel  thy  faith  and  per¬ 
ceive  his  goodness." 

Tvndafe  noted,  "For  if  it  were  always  fair 
weather  and  thou  never  brought  into  such 
jeopardy  whence  his  mercy  only  delivered 


Guest  opinion 

with  Benjamin  Hawkins 


thee,  thy  faith  should  be  but  a  presumption 
and  thou  shouldest  be  ever  unthankful  to 
God  and  merciless  unto  thy  neighbor." 

He  added,  “Tribulation  for  righteousness 
is  not  a  blessing  only,  but  also  a  gift  that  God 
grveth  unto  none  save  his  special  friends.  ... 
For  Paul  in  the  fifth  chapter  to  the  Romans 
saith.  Tribulation  maketfa  feeling,’  that  is,  it 
maketh  us  feel  the  goodness  of  God  and  his 
help  and  the  working  of  his  Spirit  LoChrist 
is  never  strong  in  us,  tiD  we  be  weak." 

Speakers  at  die  Missouri  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tions  Sowing  in  Teara  conference  on  Jaa 
27-28  translated  lyudale’s  message  into  21st- 
century  English.  “You  will  suffer,  said  inter¬ 
national  evangelist  Sammy  Tipp^  who  has 
trained  pastors  and  proclaimed  the  Gospel  in 
the  hardest-to-reach  regions  of  the  world. 

This  is  the  missing  message  in  America. 

..  Suffering  is  part  of  me  Christian  life,” 
Tippit  said,  but  bepe  only  comes,  he  added, 
when  we  are  hopeless,  when  our  hope  lies 
only  in  God 

Suffering  strips  from  us  the  confidence 
that  wc  may  have  in  ourselves  and  in  our 
own  resources,  ft  is  at  that  point,  when  we 
have  nothing  to  guide  us  but  God’s  promises 
that  we  feel  our  &th.  As  Tyndale’s  better- 
known  contemporary.  Martin  Luther,  once 
wrote,  “But  this  is  the  gloty  of  faith,  simply 
not  to  know:  not  to  know  where  you  are  go¬ 
ing,  not  to  know  what  you  are  doing,  not  to 
know  what  you  must  suffer,  and.,  to  follow 

faith  in  1536.  Latched  to  a  stake,  he  was 
strangledand  burned  because  he  wanted 
people  to  read  Scripture  for  themselves,  in 
then  own  languages. 

As  we  seek  to  follow  (kid’s  all  in  nar^ 

scatter  God’s  Word  abroadan§  reach  people 
with  the  Gospel? 

Hawkins  is  associate  editor  of  The  Path¬ 
way  (mbcpathwau.com),  newsjaumal  of the 
Missouri  Bai>tist  Cbmvntii  "> 
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zina  ro  134-3  munon  in  2015,  or  an 
increase  of  more  than  55%.’ 

Wow.  It  doesn't  take  a  geo¬ 
graphic  genius  to  understand  that 
last  estimate  includes  the  entire 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  -  and  aa 
the  coming  boom  materializes,  our  Left  get  busy 
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Situation  worsens  for  Christians  in  Syria 


smashed  in  the  Rebels 

I  executed  more  than  20  people  in  the 
I  town  square,  many  of  them  reportedly 
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..  0  '  ~’J^\  \  .  al-Qaida  stand-in  Al-Nusra 

■  ■**  mm.  V  ..  a  '  • 

l&»  .*JKRf. 

ThMEL^'M  W,  lies  largely  on  Syrian  unport  while 

\™  -.S  ■  .  ,  ISIS  [ISIL]  has  recruited  many  vob 

_ _  ^ ,  .  .  . .  .  .  .  unteers  from  Arab  and  Western  coun- 

TOO  LATE  FOB  AHMED  -  Relatives  of  four-day-old  Ahmed  prepare  his  trieSf-  Haaretz  reported, 
body  for  burial  in  tha  Syrian  village  of  Arhef  earlier  this  year.  Ahmad  devel-  ‘Al-Nusra  has  also  been  ‘kinder’  to 

oped  respiratory  complications  shortly  after  birth,  but  due  to  tha  civil  war  civilians.  True,  the  group's  militants 

and  other  problems  in  the  country  his  parents  were  unable  to  secure  medical  decapitated  civilians  suspected  of  sup- 

care.  (Photo  courtesy  of  UNICEF) 

were  and  still  are  considered  defeated  The  commander  of  militant  Islamist 
and  bumbled  foes  of  Islam.  forces  there  said  he  would  implement 

In  the  Koran  (Surah  9:29),  followers  Islamic  law,  forcing  Christians  into  a 
of  Islam  are  instructed  to  ‘fight  those  type  of  second  class  citizenry, 
who  do  not  believe  in  Allah  and  the  The  rebel  commander,  using  the 
Last  Day  and  who  do  not  consider  un-  pseudonym  Hakim  said  Christians 
lawful  what  Allah  and  his  messenger  could  practice  theii  freedoms,  but  in 
have  declared  unlawful  -  those  who  private.  ‘Personal  freedom  stops  where 
do  not  practice  the  religion  of  truth  the  freedom  of  others  begins,  Hakim 
though  they  were  given  the  Book  —  told  the  Associated  Press, 
until  they  pay  the  tribute  willingly  and  The  Christians  in  Yacoubiyeh  who 
have  been  humbled."  could  flee  have  left,  and  militants 

Muslims,  according  to  Islamic  teach-  moved  on  to  capture^  the  villages^ of  Ju- 
ing,  an  required  “s^fc4i  *“  ‘ 

to  protect  the  Jives 
and  property  of 
dhimmis,  but  they 
cap  be  killed  with¬ 
out  trial  if  they  vio- 


1  between  the  two  groups, 
left  Christians  with  little  op- 
three-wav  struggle  between 
Jsidas  al-Nusra,  and  ISIL, 
has  resulted  in  3,000  deaths, 
hback  from  al-Nusra  also 
forced  ISIL  to  hole  up  in 
ere  the  dhimma  agreement 


of  that  amount.  -  mo  - v*>  . . » „  — —  ■  — ■ — — —  amre' 

The  average  annual  income  in  Syna  latl^?i*8^?en*n  time  and  again  its  disregard  for  ! 

less'now&atciiiLwarhuis  engulfed  the  her^ternlmthe  Syrian  lives,  and  it  continues Ito  status 
country.  That  means  many  Christians  dhimma  between  commit  atrocities  against  trie  1 
will  be  unable  to  pay  the  tax  and  will  be  the  ISIL  and  Chris-  Syrian  people." 

forced  into  conversion  —  or  worse.  tians  in  Raqtw  is  noted 

a  departure  from  J«n  Pmakl  "?te“ 

.  ,  the  "long  history  of  °*  1 

Restrictions  imposed  tolerance  and  CO-  stata  Dapartmant  spokaawoman  *over 

In  addition  to  being  required  to  existence’  between 

^OiSTn^Raqqamu^  ^  ri.^T^Shfalso  arid  Christians  Islamic  courts,  practicing 
M\ml  n  other  conditio*  in  order  to  were  not  fairing  any  better  under  the  which  the  Christians  wou 
keen  the  asreement  with  their  Muslim  assault  of  the  Assad 

"Both  the  regime 
sectarian  strife  to  jti 


of  Lebanon  during  its  own  civil  war 
from  1982-88  and  is  now  head  of  the 
Kataeb  Party  largely  comprised  of  Ma- 
ronite  Catholics,  said  the  attacks  “show 
the  irresponsibility  and  ignorance  of 
those  who  committed  these  crimes." 

Gemayel  called  for  militants  to  re- 

_ 1  the  freedom  of  those  from  other 

civilizations  and  religions. 

According  to  CNN,  ISIL’s  agreement 
with  the  Christians  of  Raqqa  has  since 
come  under  fire  from  other  radical  cler¬ 
ics  as  well.  Louay  Safi,  spokesman  for 
the  Syrian  Coalition  fighting  the  A^sad 
regime,  said  the  group’s  treatment  of 
non-Muslims  was^un-lslcmic." 

The  radical  cleric  Abu  Qatada,  who 
is  standing  trial  in  Jordan  for  terror¬ 
ism,  told  CNN  the  militants  could  not 
currently  impose  such  an  agreement  on 
Christians  because  they  were  not  yet 
“empowered  to  govern  Syria." 

Presumably  then,  whichever  branch 
of  Islamic  militants  completes  its  con¬ 
quest  of  the  nation  could  then  force 
Christians  to  submit  as  dhimmis. 


Back  and  forth 

and  The  specter  of  ill  treatment  under 
the  Sharia  law  has  caused  many  Christians, 

at  first  sympathetic  with  the  rebels,  to  spect 
again  support  the  Assad  regime.  In  fact, 


prohibitions  on  building  new  sanctuar  - _ 

ies  or  restoring  those  damaged  in  the  We  strongly  condemn 

aiwawMsssE 

ing  conversions  to  Islam  from  within  tty,  gender,  or  religion.  Psalasaid. 
the  Christian  community,  according  to 

th'JLsraJeli  newspaper^  >trr_  .  Caught  between 

The  dhimma  is  a  type  of  agreement  ■  .  .  .. 

that  has  existed  in  Islam  since  the  mid-  Raqqa,  however,  is  iwt  the  first 

seventh  century.  The  opportunity  to  Christian  settlement  to  be  subjected 
oav  the  tax,  or  “iizya,"  for  protection  to  mistreatment  by  Islamic  militants 
was  offered  to  Christians  and  Jews  dur-  when  caught  between  rebels  and  the 
ing  the  Islamic  conquests  because  Is-  Assad  regime.  In  fact,  n  unotthe  first 
lam's  founder.  Muhammad,  regarded  time  ISIL  has  forced  Christians  to 
Christians  and  Jews  as  "people  of  the  make  a  decision  between  faith,  prop- 
Book,"  partly  because  Islam  claimed  erty,  or  life. 

AbrahamT  Moses,  and  Jesus  as  proph-  In  March  2013,  nearly  two  years  into 
ets  and  partly  because  the  religion  s  the  Svnan  uprising  prompted  by  the 
founder  believed  Christians  and  Jews  so-called  Arab  Spring,  the  [own  of 
living  among  Muslims  would  seek  con-  Yacoubiyeh.  compnsedof  nearly  2^500 
version  in  order  to  stop  paying  the  tax.  Christian  residents,  was  subjected  to 
Under  such  an  agreement,  dhimmis  the  same  treatment. 


irt  the  Assad 


the  ancient  Christian  communities  that 
have  been  attacked  by  jihadists. 

In  September  2013,  for  instance, 
rebels  comprised  mainly  of  militant 
Islamists  attacked  the  ancient  town 
of  Maaloula,  the  last  town  on  earth 
where  ancient  Aramaic  is  the  primary 
language.  Jihadist  fighters  overran 


a  Christian  monastery  in  the  town 
but  did  not  harm  the  few  remaining 
nuns  there. 

They  stated  they  were  looking  only 
to  cleanse  the  town  of  supporters  of  the 
Assad  regime. 

However,  churches  in  Maaloula  were 
reportedly  destroyed  and  Christian  rel¬ 


it 
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last  mile  comes  quicker  than  you  think. 
Have  you  been  aware  of  the  teachers 
around  vou  warning  you  much  like  God 
Himself  did  in  Amos  4:12?  He  said, 
“Prepare  to  meet  thy  God,  O  Israel.'  He 
no  doubt  has  personalized  the  warning 
for  you  and  me. 

A  final  thought  about  this  jour¬ 
ney  called  life  and  its  travels  and 
teachers  are  the  temptations  that 
may  influence  you.  Although  no  one 
knows  when  they  are  traveling  their  last 
mile,  the  temptation  is  to  ignore  that 
there  is  a  last  mile,  to  not  pay  attention 
and  not  be  prepared  when  vou  come  to 
the  end  of  the  road.  For  all  of  us,  the 
temptation  is  to  think  that  there  are 
thousands  of  miles  left  for  us  to  trave> 
You  think  that  you  have  plenty  of  time 
and  space  to  prepare  for  eternity  whi  Ji 


►C  ing,  it  is  always  good  to  travel 
JL  V.with  some  kids  in  the  car  with 
you.  In  addition  to  keeping  you  awake 
as  you  travel,  they  will  keep  you  alert 
as  to  where  you  are  in  relationship  to 
your  destination.  I  can  remember  as  a 
child  anytime  that  we  would  go  some¬ 
where  the  question  was  askea  almost 
before  we  got  out  of  the  driveway. 

Usually  it  was  not  me  asking  because  1 
had  brothers  who  would  beat  me  to  the 
punch  and  asV  the  most  pressing  issue 
of  the  trip.  Are  we  there  yet?  Then 
later  my  children  asked  toe  same  ques¬ 
tion.  Now  my  grandkids  ask,  are  we 
there  yet?  The  destination  is  not  really 
important,  but  for  them  and  for  some 
of  us  it  is  the  duration. 

There  are  two  things  that  seem 

to  concern  all  of  us.  One  is  time  ,  _ - - — - - -- 

and  the  other  is  miles.  I  do  not  know  treveL  Everyooeofusistravehi 
of  anyone  who  from  time  to  time  has  not  different  speeds  and  in  different 
struggled  with  time.  Sometimes  it  is  not  * 
having  enough  of  it  or  maybe  at  other 
times  it  is  having  too  much  of  it  as  we 
have  to  wait  on  something  with  a  degree 
of  patience.  The  other  measuring 
device  is  miles.  It  does  not  come  into 
play  as  often,  but  it  is  always  important, 
whether  you  are  traveling  somewhere 
to  see  relatives,  or  going  to  a  vacation 


Are  We  There  Yet? 


and  give  you  information  letting  you  “  ro06> 1 1 

know  how  much  further  you  need  to  Nothing,  ah 
travel.  Some  of  the  signs  on  life’s  road-  theimporta 
way  point  out  dangers  or  new  directions  y0^Es*y,or 
that  you  need  to  consider.  Sometimes  it  •>“  ScnP 

is  not  too  difficult  to  figure  out  how  far  ther  is  there 

you  have  traveled.  At  other  times  it  may  there  ia  non 
be  more  difficult  to  realize  how  far  you  given  amoiu 
have  to  go  and  you  never  know  when  be  saved*  1 
you  are  on  that  last  mile.  person  who 

Clearly,  from  s  biblical  standpoint  must  know  i 
and  a  spiritual  insight,  God  does  have  with  the  Fat 
sounds  and  signs  along  the  way  to  let  Him?  You  11 


out  of  bed  and  taking  a  few  steps  to  a 
chair  or  to  sit  up  and  eat  a  bite.  Some 


may  go  overseas 


destination,  or  going  to  a  ballgame  or  to  by  the  window  and  look  oqt  at  what  is 
some  special  event,  we  all  have  a  sense  taking  place.  But  all  of  us  at  some  point 
of  how  much  further  we  have  to  go.  whether  traveling  70  miles  an  hour 

The  folks  who  build  our  highways  all  down  an  interstate  or  shuffling  our  feet 
over  our  state  and  country  are  mind-  across  the  floor  will  eventually  come  to 
ful  of  this  as  they  post  signs  aU  along  the  feat  mile  of  the  journey, 

the  way  indicating  how  murn  further  it  Some  come  to  that  feat  mile  while 

ia  to  a  particular  aty.  On  many  of  our  they  are  still  hi  the  youthful  stages  of 

roads  they  have  signs  along  the  way  life.  Others  come  to  the  final  mue  after 


regular,  eyes  may  be  dimming,  and  the 
mind  may  not  be  as  sharp  as  it  once  was 
These  arc  teachers  trying  10  help  you 
understand  that  though  you  may  have 
traveled  a  million  miles,  you  are  getting 
closer  to  the  last  mile.  Even  when  those 


up  thousands  of  opportunities  to  do  that 
but  capture  this  one  today  and  simply  ‘ 
stop  and  pray  something  like  this.  Lord 
Jesus,  I  believe  you  died  for  my  sins.  I 
turn  from  my  sms  to  you  and  ask  you 
to  save  roe  right  dow:  Whenever  the 
answer  comes  to  the  question  that  we 
sometimes  hear,  are  we  there  yet,  and 
the  answer  is  yes,  you  will  know  that  you 
are  prepared  for  that  moment. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions@mbcb.org. 


the  aircraft  meaning  that  it  is  not  going 
to  stop  here  and  let  some  people  on  ana 
some  people  will  board  and  the  plane 
will  continue  to  another  place.  It  is  the 
last  stop,  and  one  day  that  will  be  so  for 
all  of  us. 

As  you  travel  life’s  journey, 
don’t  just  consider  the  travel  but 
pay  attention  to  the  teachers  along 
the  way.  I  do  not  mean  teachers  like 
those  standing  in  a  classroom  giving 
information.  I  am  talking  about  those 


On  this  journey  of  life,  we  cover  a 
lot  of  miles  over  a  . period  of  days  and 
decades.  Some  cover  more  than  oth¬ 
ers,  but  the  fact  is  that  we  are  all  on  the 
move.  And  one  day  we  will  conclude 
this  journey  and  be  at  our  final  destina¬ 
tion,  eternity.  Some  will  come  to  the 
end  of  the  journey  to  be  with  the  Lord 
forever.  Others  will  conclude  life's  jour¬ 
ney  and  will  begin  separation  trom  God 
forever.  Noboay  knows  when  they  »re 
on  the  last  mile. 


teachers  trying  to  get  our  attention  and 
trying  to  alert  us  or  maybe  alarm  us  to 
be  ready.  And  yet  so  many,  young  and 
old  alike,  pay  no  attention. 

The  sign  may  be  in  the  form  of  a 
person.  It  could  be  a  parent,  a  pastor, 
a  Sunday  School  teacher,  or  a  grandpar¬ 
ent  who  lovingly  tries  to  point  out  to  us 
that  life  is  brief,  time  is  snort  and  the 


Insight:  Why  people  keep  going  to  movies,  even  bad  ones 


Movies  are 
said  to  be  an  art 
form,  ft  follows 
then,  that  the  art 
of  storytelling  is 
most  effective 
not  just  wfen  it 
shows  who  we 
are.  but  when  it 
suggests  what 
we  can  become. 
Many  of  this 
year's  Oscar 
contenders  seem 
to  ignore  that 
challenge. 


The  razzle-dazzle  86th  offered  a  moral  or  life  lea 

Academy  Awards  ceremony,  (Gravity,  Captain  Phillips 
naming  12  Years  a  Slave  the  Mr.  Banks),  far  too  many 
best  film  of  the  year,  paraded  moviegoers  down  a  dark  1 
before  viewers  a  list  of  movies  Six  of  the  Best  Picture  no 
with  abusive  content.  were  deservedly  rated  R. 

The  technical  and  artistic  How  The  Wolf  of  Wall 

qualities  of  the  nominees  can-  Street  and  Dallas  Buyers 

not  be  debated.  Indeed,  it  must  Club  escaped  the  seldom 
have  been  difficult  to  select  one  used  NC-17  mystifies 
nominee  over  another  when  it  thk  film  reviewer, 
came  to  the  skill  and  technique  Movies  are  said  to  be 
represented  in  each  category.  an  art  form,  ft  follows 

Whatever  positive  messages  then,  that  the  art  ofsto- 
may  be  contained  in  Oscar’s  ryteliing  is  most  effective 

choices,  their  themes  were  not  just  when  it  shows 

eclipsed  by  desensitizing  con-  who  we  are,  but  when  it 
tent.  Content  is  never  considered  suggests  what  we  can  be- 
when  Hollywood  passes  out  little  come.  Many  of  this  year’s 

golden  statues,  but  cinematic  contenders  seem  to  ignor 
content  has  become  as  influen-  challenge.  What  exactly  is 
tial  as  its  artistic  merits.  moral  of  August:  Osage  C 


to  not  just  reflect  our  nation’s 
decaying  moral  standards,  but 
embrace  them. 

If  vou  are  troubled  by  the 
crudity  and  profane  nature  of 
many  films  Hollywood  considers 
“art,  then  you  really  should  read 
the  critiques  of  those  of  us  who 
provide  the  reasons  for  the  rat¬ 
ings.  A  review  is  just  an  opinion, 
but  the  synopsis  and  the  film's 
content  should  help  you  when 
deciding  what’s  appropriate  for 
your  family's  viewing 


Boatwright,  of  Kansas  City. 
Kn.,  reviews  films  for  pre- 
uiewonline.org  and  is  a  regular 
contributor  to  The  World  and 
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by  the  Arab  Spring  for  the  peace¬ 
ful  lives  they  lived  before,  said 
Courtney  Dobson  (no*  her  real 
name),  a  Baptist  water  who 
serves  in  the  area. 

“As  the  Arab  Spring  revo¬ 
lution  started  in  soil,  Chris¬ 
tians  were  hopeful  that  a  new 
day  of  freedom  waa  dawning,' 
Dobson  said. 

At  that  time,  Egyptians  spilled 
out  of  masques  and  churches 
ahte  to  rally  around  iasues  such 
as  jobs  and  food  that  transcend¬ 
ed  religious  barriers.  Christians 
were  “guardedly  optimistic’  that 
the  change  would  bring  freer 
lives  and  pave  the  way  to  share 
the  Gospel  more  openly,  one 
Christian  worker  said. 


HOPEFUL  -  As  another  government  In  Egypt  steps  down,  Christians  hope  the  quiet  transi¬ 
tion  is  a  sign  of  peace  on  the  horiron  for  a  country  characterized  by  widespread,  violent 
turmoil  and  Christian  persecution  since  2011-.  (IMB  file  photo) 

Christians  uneasy  but  optimistic 
about  peaceful  future  in  Egypt 

in  Minva  and  other  churches  set 
on  fire  Aug.  14- 

Without  God,  “it  is  still  dark’ 
in  Egypt,  said  Mounir  Malety, 
pastor  of  another  Rartist  Churcc 
team* 


'Pray  for  us  as  a 
church  that  we  will  be 
as  saK  in  the  community 
and  try  to  wake  people 
up  to  come  to  Christ. 
This  is  the  time  for  our 
sister  churches  outside 
of  Egypt  to  pray  for  us. 
This  is  our  time.  This  is 
our  chance.’ 


Nater  follows  God’s 
roadshow,  plants 
churches  along  way 


a. 


"Pray  for  us  as  a  church  that 
we  will  be  Ute  salt  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  try  to  wake  people 
up  to  come  to  Christ,’  Malaty 
said.  This  is  the  time  for  our  sis¬ 
ter  churches  outside  of  Egypt  to 
prey  for  us.  This  is  our  time.  This 

is  our  chance.’ 

Pastors  across  the  coun¬ 
try  asked  for  urgent  prayer  for 
peace,  and  slowly  things  have 
settled  down.  Dobson  said  the 
fragile  calm  is  reminieoent  of  the 
old  days  for  Christians.  Many 

.1 _ _  j _ 


Spring  revo- 
Chris- 


rarime  of  President  Mourn 
Mubarak  Ml,  however,  things 
took  a  different  turn. 

A  narrow  majority  elected 
Muslim  Brotherhood  candidate 
Mohamed  Mora  president  in 
2012,  and  he  “began  to  gather 
to  himself  unrestricted  power, 
Michael  a  Edens,  professor  tt 
theology  and  Mamie  studies  at 


__  i  say  sets  hbn  up  to 
run  for  president  in  the  nest  elec¬ 
tion,  is  an  indicator  that  peace 
and  stability  are  on  the  horoon 

Three  years  on  [from  the  start 
of  the  Arab  Spring),  people  seem 
to  be  resigned  to  resuming  their 
old  patterns  of  life  and  maybe 
even  hopeful  to  return  to  a  more 
predictable  response  from  those 
who  oppose  them.’ she  said. 

Dobson  said  she  has  seen  an 
uptick  in  the  number  of  Chris¬ 
tians  determined  to  share  their 
faith  regardless  of  the  circum¬ 
stances.  “Christians  in  the  West 
can  pray  that  believers  here 
would  be  willing  to  take  risks  to 

share  their  frith. 

“Pray  that  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  here  win  be  matted  by 
love,  especially  when  they  free 
hostility.  Pray  that  Egypt  would 
become  a  place  where  people  are 
free  to  choose  their  own  beliefs 
without  facing  persecution  for 
doing  aa* 


CAMBRIDGE.  Md.  (BP)  -  A 

typical  Sunday  for  Jose  Na¬ 
ter  looks  anything  but  typical. 
As  church  planter  and  pastor 
of  not  one,  not  two,  but  three 
Spanish-language  church 
plants  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Maryland,  Nater  and  his  fam- 
1  'spend  their  Sundays  on 
«  road. 

The  mornings  begin  early 
in  Cambridge,  Md.,  as  Na¬ 
ter,  along  wtth  his  wife  Myra 
teaches  Sunday  School  classes, 
prepares  music  for  praise  and 
worship,  and  leads  the  morn¬ 
ing’s  service  at  First  Hispanic 
Church  of  Cambridge. 

As  Sunday  service*  dose  in 
Cambridge,  the  family  packs 
up,  grabs  a  quick  lunch,  and 
makes  the  20- mile  drive  to 
the  nearby  dty  of  Easton,  Md., 
where  Nater  deliver*  his  sec¬ 
ond  sermon  of  the  day  —  this 
one  at  First  Hispanic  Church 
of  Easton,  also  a  Spanish-lan¬ 
guage  church  planted  by  Nater. 

After  another  quick  meal 
they  are  on  the  road  again,  this 
time  crossing  into  Delaware 
where  Nater  hosts  Bible  class¬ 
es  before  beginning  his  third 
church  service  of  the  day  for 
the  Hispanic  community  in  the 
city  of  Seaford. 

By  the  time  the  fam¬ 
ily  makes  it  back  borne,  Nater 
and  his  wife  have  just  enough 
time  to  get  to  bed  before  Mon¬ 
day  morning  comes  and  takes 
them  bod  back  to  their  full¬ 
time  jobs.  He  works  at  a  local 
property  management  com¬ 
pany,  and  she  is  the  director  of 
an  after-school  program. 

For  many  people,  the  grind 
oft  full-time  job,  the  needs  of  a 
family,  and  the  demands  of  pas- 
toring  three  church  plants  in 
two  states  might  be  too  much, 
but  for  Nater  it’s  a  calling. 


’I  have  a  family,  a  job  and 
three  congregations  to  pastor. 
It’s  a  full  plate  but  1  know  God 
is  the  one  who  has  filled  my 
plate  with  this  work,  who  called 
me  to  these  communities  and 
tfccic  people.  He  is  the  one  who- 
sustains  me  through  it.' 

Nater  is  one  of  six  mis¬ 
sionaries  featured  this  year  in 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board’s  (NAME)  2014  promo¬ 
tion  of  die  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering®.  The  church 
plants  he  pastors  are  part  of 
NAMB’s  effort  to  help  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  start  15,000  new 
churches  in  10  years.  Half 
of  NAMB’s  financial  support 
comes  from  the  Annie  offering. 

The  hectic  life  of  a  bivoca- 
tional  church  planter  is  not 
what  Nater  or  his  family  had  in 
mind  when  they  moved  to  the 
United  States  from  Puerto  Rico 
in  2002.  At  the  time,  he  was 
working  for  a  prominent  hotel 
chain  and,  with  a  transfer  to 
Maryland  to  open  a  new  loca¬ 
tion,  was  quickly  climbing  the 
corporate  feeder. 

Just  months  after  moving 
hit  family  and  taking  the  new 
position,  Nater  was  unexpect¬ 
edly  Vot  so  from  tha  company. 
“It  was  such  a  difficult  time," 
Nater  recalls.  “We  didn’t  see  it 
coming  and  didn’t  know  what 
to  do.  We  considered  leaving 
the  area,  but  something  in  my 
heart  said.  This  is  where  you're 
supposed  to  be.1*  JR® 

The  family  remained  in 
Maryland  despite  their  unex¬ 
pected  hardships.  Soon  after 
losinghis  job,  the  family  of  four 
lost  their  home  as  well,  moving 
into  a  friend’s  basement.  Na¬ 
ter  took  several  part-time  jobs 
and  worked  around  the  clock  to 
keep  his  family  from  complete¬ 
ly  going  under  financially. 


IN  THE  NAME  OF  JESUS  -  North  American  Mission  Board 
missionary  Jose  Nater  (left)  preys  with  new  church  members 
during  services  at  First  Hispanic  Churdt  of  Cambridge,  Md. 
(NAMB  photo) 
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The  PEARL  RIVER  BAP¬ 
TIST  ASSOCIATION’S! 


RA  Race  Day  was  conduct 


ed  on  February  15  with  70 


Plane  Crusader;  Tyier  Jack 


Davis  -  2nd  Place 


Lad;  Juan  Flores  -  1st  Place 


Crusader;  Joshua  UHy  -  1st 


Place  Lad;  Summer  Hunt 


Best  Sportsmanship;  Justin 


Schielder  -  Best  In  Show. 


-  ••  -  ■ ;; .  .  -•  r  _ 


US  J 


Don  H.  Stewart,  and  mu¬ 


sic/administration  pastor 
Marty  Stone 


BK 


MT.  OLIVET 

a  Children*  Mir 

of  GAs.  Hi 

trip  to  Malaysia 


The  Brotherhood 

of  CONCORD 


WANT  A  CAREER 
AS  A  CHAPLAIN? 


BENTON-TIPPAH 

ASSOCIATION. 

selected  Jerry 
Mauney  as  Man  of 

me  Tear  President 
Lyle  Bullock  pre¬ 
sented  the  plaque 
on  Baptist  Men's 
Day  Jan.  26.  Shown 
are  Mauney  and 
Bullock. 


MS  Aimy  Notional  Guard 

Chaplain  Positions 
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Revivals  & 
Homecomings 


^  Rocky  Mount  Church. 
Calhoun  Association: 

Revival,  Mar.  16  -19; 
Sun.,  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ben  Yarber, 
speaker;  Susie  Haggard, 
music;  Larry  W.  Hag¬ 
gard,  pastor. 


MISSISSIPPI  WMU  SEEKING 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-TREASURER 


MISSISSIPPI 

'I  h  i  ’M 


Correction 

The  date  for  the  u 


RESUMES  WILL  BE  RECEIVED  UNTIL  APRIL  30,  2014 
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Twenty-throe 
women  and 
children  of 
the  Women's 
Ministry  group 
of  TRINITY 
CHURCH. 
AMORY. 
attended  their 
annual  Christ¬ 
mas  party 
at  Longhorn 
Steakhouse, 
where  they 
revealed  their 
secret  pals  for 
the  year. 


GRENADA  CHRISTIAN  WOMEN'S  JOB  CORPS  held  Its  first 
graduation  celebration  Nov.  14,2013.  Shown  are  graduates  Rosie 
L  Wilson,  Betty  Jean  Ross.  Dean  Rodgers,  Patricia  Bulling,  and 
Mary  C.  Brown.  Second  session  of  classes  began  February  4. 


Over  SO  adults  and 
children  attended  the 
RANKIN  COUNTY  WMU 

sponsored  senior  luncheon 
at  LIBERTY  CHURCH. 
FLOWOOD.  Feb.  IS. 
Adults.  RAs.  GAs,  and  CAs 
from  six  Rankin  County 
Baptist  churches  fellow- 
shipped,  played  games, 
had  their  pictures  taken, 
received  door  prizes,  and 
enjoyed  a  meal  prepared  by 
the  cooks  and  kitchen  volun¬ 
teers  of  Liberty  Church. 
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TR  NTEN  TENT  EH  RED,  ARN  TSU 
T^ED  OlfiN  NTR  WKSDSN  WESNT 
GHNQ  NTR  BTGDBTRW;  NQ  TSU  NTEN 
QPRDBQURNT  OSAA  S  CSPR  NQ  REN  QJ 
NTR  NDRR  QJ  ASJR,  OTSBT  SW  SH  NTR 
USLWN  QJ  NTR  KEDELSWR  QJ  CQL. 
DRPRAENSQH  NOQ:  WRPRH 
Clue:  U  -  M 


_  Evangelist  Bob  Pittman  of  Bob  Pitman  Mini*-  ha* 
trie*  in  Muade  Shoals,  AL  for 
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Trut+i  is  not  Relative.  1 

Find  il  in 

(In*  Onr  who  llic  v\.n,  triifKi^«iiid  lin--  1 

Simpl>  share  the  following  j>r«i>or  with  God  H 

in  vour  own  words:  1 

I  !•.  lord,  1  admit  lli.il  1  nord  von  il  have-  siftned.)  ■ 

X.  1  waul  lornivcrws-  lor  mi  sins  H 

and  freedom  fictni  eternal  dtMlh.  '1  r t- p «•  is  1 . ) 

ft 

(.  |  believe  |c  s|is  died  ,md  ruse  iriiiii  the  (gf 

j;iave  to  forgive  ini  sins  and  In  restore  K 

•  m>  relationship  with  von.  H 

1 1  In-lie  v  i  in  li’sti'  1 

4  By  faith,  1  invile  lestis  (  lirisl  into  im  lift1.  8 

from  1 1  i  i> 

time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lining  relationship  1 

I  jk flin  Him.  (1  n*iri\r  (  fins!  .is  nu  *>a\ior  .n«l  1  <»r cl. I  ||f 

I  Hi/f  «y b  nijw  «i>  ret  iin*u  him. 

"•dh  ru/i.  ,M.  .  </h-  r  .  i  hillln  ll  ill  M 

I  -  (i4Hl>  FM  (* 

ri  In  llm-l  n/l.  /■•/n  il-  ill  hi*  n.mr  /nhil  1  1  .'  ■ 

I  |i  4oii  m.tkv  .i  (In  ision  lor  C  hri*l  IinKiv.  t  ooltic  l  .1  h»«  .d  Non  1  In  rn  ||| 

Im  spiritual  .  ind.iiu  i  ■ 

Photographs  most  be  submitted  electronically  vie  email.  es 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  walMghted  Photographs  must  depict 
people  No  landscape-,  budding-,  or  obfectonly  photographs 
w*  bo  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestur 
and  obtecbonabia  clothing  will  not  be  publishjd  Cell  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not 
taproduoa  waW  on  newsprint  are  geoerady  net  pubbshsbls 
Thareis  no  guarantee  that  newt  “wms  tad/or  photographs 
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31  PASSENGER  BUS  FOR  SALE:  1995  CHURCH  FEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
Thor Mh  Bur,  46.000 mtw, 454 ChwygM  ESTIMATES  Dm  UbhoMvy.  Outran. 
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(LEE  COUNTY), 
nME  PASTOR 


passed  away  December  30, 
2013  at  tbe  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  Germantown,  Tennessee. 
Worsham  was  born  in  Grenada, 
Mississippi,  December  27, 1932. 
Prior  to  his  otdination,  be  was  a 
member  of  Emmanuel  Church 
in  Grenada,  where  he  surren¬ 
dered  Id  the  ministry.  While 
a  student,  he  served  Stratton 
Church,  where  he  was  ordained. 
Be  was  the  husband  of  Dorothy 
Kate  Wilson,  whom  be  married 
June  18,  IQS4.  Worsham  at- 
tended  Clariae  College  where  he 
received  his  AA  degree  in  1958. 
Me  later  graduated  iPocn  missis- 
sippi  College  where  he  received 
he  BA  degree.  He  furthered 


ther  Rice  Smanaty.  Worsham 
pastored  Red  Banks  Church 
from  1960-1964.  He  was  called 
to  Calvary  Church  in  Newton, 
Mississippi  from  1964-1968.  He 
returned  to  Red  Banks  Church 
where  he  pestered  until  1991. 

IT-  at - -  A-  - - 1  »  *  -  ■ 

*ie  men  necame  in  renin  pastor 
at  Calvary  Church  in  BatesviBe, 
Mississippi  for  one  year.  Other 
interims  indude  Salem  Church, 

Itn  lILvrirri.ml  nn/l 

rods  Lamp,  Mississippi  ana 
Flag  Lake  (hunch  in  Senatohia, 
Mississippi  He  leaves  his  wife, 
Kate,  and  two  sons,  Daniel  Allen 
Worsham  (Charlotte),  and  Da¬ 
vid  Marie  Worsham  (Taramie), 
six  grandchildren,  and  ten  great 
grandchildren. 


CHURCH  FEW  UFHOUTERY.  FREE 
ESTMATES.  Dank  UMoMay,  Outran. 
Mm.,  plant  S0i-T7Mei  7 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  RUNNEL* 
STOWN  W  PETAL.  MS  IS  PRAYERFULLY 
SEEKING  A  FULL  TINE  PASTOR.  PIMM 
I  send  naumes  to  Frtt  BapMt  Chech  o(  Run- 
Mtotown.  CIO  Pastor  S aardi  ComrVWs 
[  Mil  HgNxay  43,  PatN.  MS  39465 


ARTS 

com.  from  p.  1 

imprwisatkNi;  dinner  theater,  and 
smaller  church  performances. 

Electronic  media  and  rec¬ 
reation  were  also  represented. 


technique,  and  using  the  Bible  to 
write  scripts.  More  than  30  fac¬ 
ulty  members  served  as  instruc¬ 
tors  for  the  numerous  perform¬ 
ing  arts. 

“The  Mississippi  Christian 
Performing  Arts  Festival,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  is  especially  important  to 
smaller  churches  with  an  active 
performing  arts  ministry,  who 
cannot  afford  to  bring  m  con¬ 
tractors  for  instruction,  lighting, 
sound  systems,  and  other  com¬ 
ponents  of  the  ministry,’  Hall 
points  out 

-Marcus  Peagler,  disdpleship 
and  family  ministry  dire  *  for 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  recalls  the  history  of 
the  festival. 

"Disdpleship  and  Pamih 
Ministry  initially  connected  with 
Christian  performing  arts  as  a 
venue  to  assist  churches  in  the 
area  of  church  recreation.  Not 
only  were  we  able  to  assist  rec¬ 
reators  with  church  ministry,  the 
event  grew  to  assist  in  downing, 
drama,  puppets,  media,  creative 
worship,  ana  creative  movement. 

“It  w  now  an  event  for  art¬ 
ists,  teachers,  groups,  ministry 
teams,  and  others  to  come  and 
sharpen  or  learn  new  skills  to 
enhance  the  total  ministry  of  the 
local  church.' 

Hall  says  well-trained  Chris¬ 
tian  performance  artista  have 
taken  their  talents  outside 
churches  to  reach  people  for 
the  Gospel  on  far-flung  mis¬ 
sion  Gips,  and  at  lotfil  events 
such  as  sale  days,  flea  markets, 
civic  celebrations,  parades, 
festivals,  school  meetings,  and 
other  gatherings. 

The  2015  Mississippi  Chris¬ 
tian  Performing  Arts  Festival  will 
be  held  Feb.  27-28.  The  location 
has  not  yet  been  announced. 

Those  interested  in  future 
Christian  Performing  Arts  Fes¬ 
tival  activities  can  visit  msepaf . 
weebly.com.  To  be  included  on 
the  festival  mailing  list,  contact 
Rene  Edwards  at  redwardsfy 
mbcb.org.  Hall  can  be  contacted 
at  P.O.  Bax  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
292-3286  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
286.  E-mail:  khallCu'mtx  b  ore. 

The  Mississippi  Christian  Per¬ 
forming  Arts  Festival  is  funded 
by  gifts  to  the  Mississippi  Coop¬ 
erative  Program. 


MEDICARE 

Supplement 


SAVE  up  to 

40% 

O’Mire  Financial 
$  Services 
efe  1 .800.844.3254 


Staff  Changes 


FIRST  CHURCH, 
BAY  ST.  LOUIS 

has  recently  called 
Owen  Nease  as  Se¬ 
nior  Pastor.  Nease 
comes  to  Bay  St. 
Louis  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary 
where  he  was  serv¬ 
ing  as  Director  of 
Financial  Aid.  He 
is  married  to  the 
former  Amanda 
Weeks,  and  they 
have  3  children. . 


LIBERTY  CHURCH.  LIBERTY,  has  called  Matthew  Gaza¬ 
way  as  their  minister  of  students.  Shown  are  Gazaway  and 
hia  wife  Nichole. 


College  News 

LaRue  Stephens  of 
Biloxi,  senior  pastor  at 
First  Church  of  Long 
Beach,  will  serve  as  chair 
of  the  WILLIAM  CAREY 
UNIVERSITY  Board  of 
Trustees  for  2014.  Dr. 
Stephens  served  as  an  ad¬ 
junct  professor  of  religion 
atWCU  for  seven  years 
and  previously  serve* !  on 
_  the  Board  of  Trustees 

In  other  College  News: 

>*  William  Caray  University's  School  of  Education  will  host 
tbe  ninth  annual  Young  Authors  Celebration  (YAC)  on  March  7, 
from  9  a-m.  - 1  p.m.  There  will  be  393  students  from  eight  area  el¬ 
ementary  schools  at  the  event,  along  with  their  teachers  and  par¬ 
ents.  The  keynote  speaker  this  year  is  Vaughn  Wilson  of  Vaughn 
Wilson  Photography.  Other  special  guest  speakers  include  Kick 
Anderson  of  Clinton,  Fluer  Bradley  of  Biloxi.  Kym  Garraway 
Braley  of  Hattiesburg.  Read  Diket  from  WCU,  Ginny  Kemp  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  Jean  Sauls  of  Columbia,  and  Diane  Williams  of  Jackson. 
Soot  Jones  of  Hattiesburg,  a  local  ‘magician,'  will  entertain  the 
students  as  they  arrive. 


MS/I  udio  llc 


Design  Sl  Integration  of  Krnfe&skinal  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  Mies,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

Hifo^muudiollc.com 


P.O.  (kw  1575 
Clinton.  MS  300<*> 


Ph  60 1-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 
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Ms.  Nan  Gainey 

Mi.  ft  Mrs  Ron  A.  Yarbrough 
Mr.  Gioo  Gianfrancraco 
Mr.  E-J.TroscUir 
Ms.  Mary  Jane  Gibaon 
Ms.  Judy  Duncan 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Jimmy  Golf 

Dr.JrMre.AtmtSGooch.Jr. 
Donna  It  Lamar  Gordon 
Candy*  Ken  Anderson 
Mrs.  Martha  Gordon 

Candy*  Keo  Anderson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Rick  Grant 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  Hobbs 
Dr.  Gkn  and  Marilyn  Graven 
Ms.  Twila  Rawson 
Mrs.  Charles  Gner 

Mr.  *  Mrs.  Robert  Kyzar 
Mr.  Paul  Gonaebnann 
Mr.  Clark  McNair 
Mr.  Suva  Gonaebnann 
Mr.  dark  McNair 
Dr.  *  Mrs.  Bob  Hanvey 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Kenneth  M.  Davis 
Eddie*  Joy  Harris 

Ms.  Debra  Newman 
Mr.  Donald  Harris 
Mr.*  Mm.  Donald  Hart 

Mr.  h  Mn.  Barney  J.  AfciOon 
Mr.  *  Mrs  Onig  Haskins 
Mr  *  Mrs  Robert  Kysar 
Mrs  Tens  Haskins 

Mr.  *  Mrs.  Robert  Kyzar 
Dr.  *  Mrs  Gerald  Haseebnan 
Mr  *  Mrs  Kevin  Massey 

Mrs  Virginia  Hatborne 
Lydian  SSC.  FBC  Soso 

Mr.  David  S.  Haworth 

Aduk  ?  SS  Dej*.  PBC  vickdsay 
Mrs.  Jane  Herrmgtoo 
Mr.  *  Mrs  J.  B.  lnrnon 

Mr*  Mrs  Glyn  Hester 

Mr.ftMisDnvidW  Updauch 

Rev.  Robert  Higginbotham 

Ms  Carolyn  Palmer 


Dr.  *  Mrs  Victor  L  Walsh 

Mrs  Helen  Lammons 
Mrs  With  M  Aldridge 
Ms  Gloria  Leach 

Ladies  AduhfVSSC 
McCoolBC 
Dr.  Rory  Lee 

Mr.  *  Mrs  James  A.  Hurt 
Ms  Trudy  Legg 
Mr.  Jeff  Bryan 
Ms  Louise  Lindsey 

Cedi  *  Penny  Washington 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Balfour  Lipscomb 
Dr.  *  Mrs  Victor  L.  Walsh 

Mr  *  Mrs  Robert  Kyrar 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Barry  Loy 

Mr.  *  Mrs  Barney  J.  AtaiBno 

Mr.*  Mrs  Jeff  toy 

Mr.*  Mrs  BatneyJ.  Afafttoo 
Mr.  *  Mrs  Louis  Magee 

Nancy*  Ron  Craddock 
Margie*  Phil  Majure 

Ms  WBrna  Nell  Lee 

Rev  *  Mrs  Allan.  Map? 

Mr  *  Mis  Harry  Pong 
Ms  Libby  Matthews 
Mrs  Jan  Wallace 
Mr  *  Mrs  Jim  Mayo 

Mrs  Robert  F.  Nerty.  Jr. 
Mrs  Jeanette  McCarty 

Lydian  SSC,  PBC  Soso 
Bob*  Joyce  McCord 

Martha  Tubb  *  Linda  Hale 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Jerry  McDonald 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Bmey  J.  Atrrtam 

Grandchildren  of  W.  T.  ft  Terri 

McDonald  , 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  W.  T.  McDonald 
Mrs.  Charlotte  McDonnell 
Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Dr.*  Mrs  Buddy  Meyer 
Mrs  Sue  Hamilton 
Dr.  ft  Mrs  Buddy  Meyer 
Nancy  ft  Ron  Craddock 

Rav.  ft  Mrs  David  Mitotan 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Robert  Kyaar 


Ms  Lois  Pinkard 

Mr.  Freddie  Pinkard 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Scirtt  Poag  ft  Family 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Harry  P<** 

Ms.  Jacqueline  Polk 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Brooka  H.  Fdk,  Jr. 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Porter 

Nancy  ft  Ron  Craddock 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  G.  W.  Poynor 

Ms.  Twila  Rawson 
Mrs  Katherine  Prentiss 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L.  Walsh 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Joe  W.  Reed 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  John  Hobbs 
Wade  ft  Julie  Ricks 

Anthony  DeLee  Family 
Ms  Miriam  Riggin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  G.  Lambert 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bob  Moffett 

Ms  Leigh  Ann  Robertaoo 

Cedi  ft  Penny  Waehington 
Ms  Neoma  Robertson 

cedi  ft  Penny  Washington 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Rodney  RiunMey  ft 


Mr.  ft  Mrs  Harry  Poag 
Rev.  ft  Mrs  Dennia  Salley  ft 


rmmuy 

Ms.  Laurie  Myatt 
Carson  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bill  Newsom 
Lioda  ft  Solon  Smith 

Mr  *  Mrs.  Richard  E.  New 
Mrs  Mildred  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Nick  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bill  Newsom 
Mr.  ft  Mis  Petey  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Robert  Kyzar 
Mrs  Betty  Smylie 

Don  ft  Suzanne  Honea 
Mrs  Lona  Southerland 
Mr.  ft  Mis  Sieve  Wert 
Ms  Ann  Southerland 
Ms  Pltrida  A.  Spaine 
Mr.  dark  McNair 

Staff  ft  Board  of  Trurteea  of  The 

BCV 

Mrs  Chrystelle  Thames 
Staff  of  FBCMcCorob 
Mrs  Patty  Clark 
Judge  ft  Mrs  Keith  Starrett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  BUly  Rnasell 


Mr  k  Mrs  ChaiV*  E.  Morrow 
Mrs  Mary  Salter 

Mr  k  Mrs  GaryT.  Woodham 


Mr.  k  Mis  BiB  Newsom 


Mr.Jeff  Bryan 

Warren  and  Carolyn  Satterfield 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Lester  Stephen! 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Madr  Shelton 
Dr.  k  Mrs  Victor  L  Waleh 


Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bill  Newaom 
Connor  Stevens 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  BiB  Newsom 
Mrs  Mary  Elizabeth  Stevens 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Thomas  D. 


Mrs  Robert  F.  Neely,  Jr. 
R.LfcBethSigrest 

Mrs.  Robert  F.  Neely,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Brantley  Smith  ft 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Stewsrt  ft 
-Family 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Harry  Poag 
Bra  Johnnie  ft  Charlotte 
Stewart 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Danny  L.  Moore 


DZCZUBsa  aart 


Ma.  Dianne  Camrth 

Dr.  ft  Mrs  Victor  LWalah 
Phillip.  Megan  ft  Laerke  Holm 


Candy  k  Ken  Anderson 
Robert,  Megan* Charlotte 


Candy  k  Ken  Anderson 

Stephini  k  Chuck  Chapman 
Candy  ft  Ken  Anderson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  James  dark 

Dr.  k  Mis  Vidor  L  Walsh 
Mr.  k  Mrs  James  E.  dark 
Mrs  Sue  Hamilton 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Jimmy  D.  dark 
Nancy  ft  Ron  Craddock 
Mrs  Maureen  dark 

JOY  SSC,  FBC  McComb 
Mrs  Patty  Clark,  Children  ! 
Director 

Mr.  k  Mrs  Troy  N.  Alford 
Judy  and  Lance  Cleveland 
Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Atherton 
Ray  k  Peggy  Cothran 

Cecil  ft  Penny  Washington 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ron  Craddock 
Mn.  Sue  Hamilton 
Ms.  Ciody  Crain 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jerry  C.  Thomas 
Ms  Tonya  Critten 
Mr.  Jeff  Bryan 
Hines  ft  Ella  Cronin 

Cedi  k  Penny  Washington 
Mr.  Jaaon  Crowder 
Mr.  Jeff  Bryan 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  J  Dale 

Mr.  k  Mrs  Robert  D.  Patman 
Mr.  k  Mrs  C.  T.  Dsnna 
Johnny  ft  Carolyn  Hobfaa 
Mr.  k  Mrs  John  Hobfaa 
Cecil  ft  Penny  Washington 
Mrs.  Sarah  Dsvia 

Mr  *  Mrs  R.  N.  Humphreys 


Mr.  *  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Mn.  Cherry  Denaon 

Mrs  Catherine  S.  Ferguson 
Mr.  k  Mis  Will  Dodds 

Mr  k  Mrs  Johme  A  Hudson 
Mr.  Andy  Donahoe 

Mr  k  Mrs  Danny  L.  Moore 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Bobby  Douglas 
Mr.  k  Mrs  John  Hobba 
De.  John  ft  Patsy  Douglas 
Dr.  k  Mrs  Jay  Douglm 
Mrs  Patricia  Duckworth 
Ms  Diane  Long 
Mr.  Howard  Doer 

Mr  Douglas  N  .  Allen 
10:30  Class  ft  Annette  Dnneway 
Ms  Rink  P.  Paneano  and  Pel 


■Mr.  ft  Mrs  John  Hobbs 

Johnny  ft  Carolyn  Hobba 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Johnny  Hobba 
Mr.  ft  Mis  John  Hobba 
Mrs  Freda  Hobgood 

Deborah  SSC.  FBC  Vicksburg 
Ms  Alfese  Holloway 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Nathan  Adams 
Ray,  Aim-Hoover,  Lucas  ft 
Sawyer  Hopkins 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robin  White 
Robert  ft  Jimmie  Humphreys 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  R.  N.  Humphreys 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Roene  Hunter  ft 


Mrs  Kathleen  Milford 
Jo  and  Bobby  Fairhuru 

Mrs  Virginia  H.  Atherton 

Ms  Marty  Fanner 

Mr  Jeff  Bryan 
Ms  BettieFasendr 

Mr  *  Mrs  Sid  Hays 
FBC  McComb  Staff 
Mrs.  Sue  Hamilton 
Mr.  Billy  Joe  Ferguson 

Walker  ft  Woods  Mitchell 
Mr.  Brandon  Fish 
Ms  Cindy  C.  Fish 
Ms  Ann  Ford 
Mr.  Jeff  Bryan 
Joe  ft  Joyce  Fortenberry 
Mrs  Gafl  Gamer 
Mr.  Norman  Frandngnes 
Mr.  Clark  McNair 
Ms  Sherry  Frederick 
Mr.  Jeff  Bryan 
Mrs  Margaret  Frisbee 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  John  Hobba 
Dr.  k  Mrs  Harry  Frye 

Dr.  ft  Mrs  Victor  L  Walsh 
Ray  ft  Linda  Campbell 
Todd  Fuller  ft  Family 

Cedi  ft  Penny  Washington 


Mr.  ft  Mrs  Harry  Poag 
Amy  k  Jay  Hutton 

Candy  ft  Ken  Anderson 
Mrs  Newton  James 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Robert  Kysar 
Mr.  James  Jarratt 

Mr.  fc  Mis  J.  B.  lnrnon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lamosu  Jarrafl 
Dr  k  Mrs  B.  C.  Wolvertoo 
Mrs.  Ernestine  Jefcoat 
Lydian  SSC.  FBC  Soso 
Dr.  k  Mrs  Tom  Jeffcoat 
Nancy  ft  Ron  Craddock 


Mr.  ft  Mrs  John  Hobbs 
Ms  Mary  Lae  Johnson 
Mrs.  Rana  Mitchell 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  William  Justice 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Ron  A.  Yarbrough 
Jaaon.  Leah,  Sarah.  Noah  ft 
Molly  Kackfey 

Candy  ft  Ken  Anderson 
Ms  Susan  Kackfey 

Candy  ft  Ken  Anderson 
Ms  Ruby  Anne  Kincade 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  C.T.  Danna 
Ms  L.  Gail  King 

Robert  ft  Gad  King 
Laches  SSC  of  New  Providence  SC 
Mrs  Telia  Taylor 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Arthur  Lamm 


Mrs  Jan  Wallace 
Mr.  Adam  Minton 
Mr.  Gary  Minton 
Mr.  Rhett  Minton 
Mr.  Gary  Minton 
Ms.  Robyn  Minton 
Mr  .  Gary  Minton 
Mrs  J.  T.  Morrison 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Judd  A  Morrison 
MSU  ES  Admin  Dept 
Ms  Faye  P  Channel! 

Ms  Anns  Muni 

Mr  .  ft  Mrs  John  Hobbs 
Rev.  ft  Mrs  Peyton  Myers 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Harry  Poag 
John  Nelson 

Ms  Betty  C.  Heard 
Case  Newsom 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  BID  Newaom 
Eden  Grace  Newaom 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bill  Newaom 
John  Edward  Newaom 

Mr.  ft  Mis  BiB  Newaom 
Mrs  Losee  "MamMsw" 
Newaom 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Bill  Newaom 
Mia  Newaom 

Mr.  ft  Mis  BiB  Newaom 
Samuel  Newaom 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bill  Newaom 
Charier  H.  (Chip)  Oewalt 
Dr.  Jessie*  O.  Matson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Robert  Owens  ft 
Jack 

Ma.  Laurie  Myatt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Virgil  Palmer 
Mr.  R.  Raymond  Palmer 
Ma.  litby  Patterson 
Ma.  Twila  Rawaon 
Ma.  Dot  Peyton 

Mrs  Polly  Morrow 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Keith  Phelps 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  CT.  Danna 
Judge  Joe  ft  Mis  Lorraine 


ABUSE  AWAREf1* 
the  risk  of  child  c 


>n  Commission  of  the 
ivention  and  Morrison 
1  to  provide  SEXUAL 
GAINING  to  help  reduce 
,  v'Ottr  communities 


Morrison  __ 

!  Icilints  Christi 


Event  is  free  but  registration  is  required.  Y> 
For  more  information  call  (601)  952-2422 
or  visit  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com. 


Mr.  it  Mr*.  Jimmy  W.  Hardy 


iday  School 


MMOiipiAMi 


Listen  to  Wisdom's  Invitation  •  Proverbs  8:1-6 ,  17-21,  32-36;  9:12-18 


lots  us  another  word  The  picture  that  these  passages 
>man  of  Folly.  She  sits  have  painted  for  us  is  that  God  is  not 
out  her  trying  to  hide  Himself  from  us.  Chap- 

_ _ _ _ _ , _  .  ter  8:17  tells  us  that  those  who  seek 

enced  and  lack  common  sense.  Her  in-  Him  will  find  Him.  The  key  is  that  we 
vitation  is  not  spiritual  in  nature;  it  is  must  seek  Him.  He  has  revealed  Him- 
sensual  and  sexual  in  nature.  Her  mes-  self  through  scripture  and  through  the 
sage  is  that  “stolen  water  is  sweet  and  saving  work  of  Jesus  on  the  cross.  God 
bread  eaten  secretly  is  tasty"  (v.17).  is  revealing  to  us  that  there  is  a  choice 
Her  desire  is  to  lure  mankind  into  a life  wc  have  to  make.  We  can  choose  the 

Lady  of  Wisdom  or  the  WomaB  of  Fol¬ 
ly.  There  is  no  third  choice.  It  is  His 
way  or  the  world's  way.  One  leads  to 

.  l.f-  L.nninaor  inn  enntontmani 


this  pa: 

picture _  ______ 

_ _  in  her  own  doorway  and 

all  mankind.  Wisdom  is  personified  as  invitation  to  those  who  are  inexperi 
a  lady  in  this  passage.  She  stands  on 
her  overlook  and  does  not  hide  herself. 


I  remember  mowing  up  as  a  child  In  this  passage  we  are 
in  Vicksburg,  where  there  was  a  huge  picture  of  the  wisdom  ol 
archway  over  the  east  end  of  Gay  Street  *““*■  MB 

as  you  entered  and  left  the  city.  Thai 
archway  is  now  located  over  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  National  Park.  I  remem-  - -  1 

ber  the  feelings  I  would  get  as  we  drove  Her  invitation  is  to  the 
under  the  archway.  If  we  were  coming  and  foolish  (v.§)  to  liste 
in  I  felt  as  if  I  was  coming  home,  and  if  Her  invitation  is  very  pi 
we  were  leaving  town  I  felt  1  was  miss-  daylight,  which  is  in  con 
ing  something.  Our  lesson  this  week  vitation  of 
focuses  on  this  very  idea.  In  Proverbs  folly.  Her 
8:2,  we  see  the  Lady  of  Wisdom  stand-  promise 
ing  at  the  gate  of  the  city,  much  like  that  is  life,  not 
archway.  There  seems  to  be  no  way  we  death,  and  rcm jm 

can  miss  seeing  her,  but  I  cannot  tell  her  invi- 
you  how-many  times  we  dojaecause  we  tation  is 
are  distracted  by  other  things.  We  are  spiritual  . 

faced  with  many  moral  choices  every  in  nature.  W 
day,  and  while  the  immediate  conae-  The  life 
quences  seem  appealing,  the  long-term  that  she  * 

consequence  is  death.  God’s  wisdom  is  promises 
calling  out  to  us  to  experience  life  as  is  life  God’s  way,  life  thi 
He  intended  it  to  be,  and  that  life  be-  righteousness,  noble  thi 
gins  with  our  decision  to  trust  Christ  tion.  For  all  mankind, 
as  our  Savior.  is  to  accept  the  forgivr 

offers  us  through  His  S 
Wisdom's  Invitation  (8:i-fi)  promise  is  that  when  y 

There  are  many  times  in  my  life  God’s  wisdom  will  be  gr 
when  I  wish  I  had  listened  to  the  wise  seek  to  live  His  way. 
counsel  of  my  parents  and  friends.  If  I  .  , 

had  I  would  have  not  had  to  endure  the  Folly’s  Invitation  (9: 
consequences  of  my  wrong  decisions.  In  contrast  to  the  La 


described 
in  verse 
13  as  row- 


RSVP 


■»7) 

of  Wisdom, 


Work  was  a  ma-  mined  to  use  this  situation  to  teach  the  They  “gave 
d  purpose  of  God  Corinthian  believers  the  value  of  work  That  minds, 
in,  we  and  being  a  blessing  to  others. 

In  our  scripture  passage,  Paul  ad 

B»,  dresses  the  Corinthians  as ‘brethren.  - — . 

by  Earthly  brothers  stick  together  and  sought  to  encourage  the  C.  nnthians  in 
stick  up  for  C  ““ 


that  work  was  1 
jor  part  of  the  pi 
for  mankind.  11 


to  the  gory  of  Earth,  Jesus  came  to 
show  us  how  to  live  and  give.  Do  we 

_  _  get  it?  No,  we  don’t.  That  is  why  God 

Like” a  dedicated  instructor,  Paul  preserved  the  letter  of  Paul  as  a  mes- 
‘  -  -  -  ■  sage  for  modern  day  Corinthians  like 

_ _ us!  This  word  is  for  you.  This  word  is 

in  which  for  me. 

they  ex-  We  would  do  well  to  recall  the  sto- 
celled,  ry  of  Zacchaeus,  that  wee  little  man 
Their  faith  in  Luke  19  who  climbed  a  tree  in  or- 
and  their  der  to  see  Jesus.  As  he  climbed  down, 
k  n  o  w  1  -  he  discovered,  that  his  priorities  had 


_ in  the  seconi 

nailed  down  the  true  identity  of  our 
employer.  We  work  as  unto  Christ, 
even  though  our  paycheck  is  signed  1 . 

human  resources  personnel.  We  work.  - 

We  work  as  unto  Christ.  For  what  rea-  each  other, 
son  do  we  work?  Believers 

God  set  the  pattern  for  blessing  should  be 
through  His  covenant  relationship  known  for 
with  Abraham  in  chapter  12  of  the  that  same 
book  of  Genesis.  Abraham  was  blessed  kind  of  ca- 
by  God  in  order  that  he  might  also  be  maraderie. 
a  blessing  to  others.  As  much  as  I  can  Now  was 
understand  from  my  study  of  the  rest  the  time 
of  the  books  of  the  Bible,  God  has  nev-  for  all  Cor- 
er  changed  His  mind  about  that  issue,  i  n  t  h  i  a  n  s 


irown 


ably  Christian  at  all.  The  jail-  ality  and  at  the  same  time  decry 
ing  and  execution  of  people  for  laws...  that  would  mistreat  ho- 
consensual  sexual  immorality,  mosexual  persons." 
in  contexts  like  we  see  in  many  The  essay  by  Moore  and 
places  around  the  world,  isn  t  Walker  is  available  online  at 
Christian,  either.  canonandculture.com/what- 

"That's  why  the  global  Body  should-christians-think-of- 
of  Christ  should  stand  faithful  governments-that-criminalize- 
both  to  a  biblical  vision  of  sexu-  homosexuality/. 


done  by  coercion  or  threats  of 
a  police  state,  but  only  by  the 
persuasive  power  of  the  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  Holy  Spirit* 

Moore  and  Walker  also  said. 


CQI  p  those  who  are  walking  contrary 

to  the  Scriptures,  but  instead 
com.  from  p.  t  our  mission  is  to  love  and  to 

_  .  ...  persuade,"  Moore  and  Walker 

reconciles  sinners  like  us  to  him-  wrote.  “Our  mission  is  to  be  am - 
self  through  the  shed  blood  and  bassadors  of  reconciliation  —  a 

the  ongoing  life  of  Jesus  Christ."  mission  that  necessitates  both  I — , -  .m  _ 

The  mission  of  Christians  “is  defining  sin  and  offering  mercy  immorality  has  no  spiritual 
not  to  imprison  and  persecute  (2  Cor.  5:18-19)- That  cannot  be  consequences  isn’t  recognii- 
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